CHAPTER VI

THE KING TAKES A BRIDE AND
FOUNDS A FAMILY

Marie Lec^inska sleeps in a Benedictine nunnery. Her appearance.
Her childhood. Louis sends a huge escort to meet her. Her silver dress
in Strasbourg Cathedral. Scenes on the way. The seas of mud and
rain. Duchesses in carts. Wedding day at Fontainebleau. Three hours*
toilette^ intricate ceremonial. Historians duty of silence. Honeymoon.
Voltaire. Versailles. Christmas Midnight Mass. Her toilet set.
Fleury comes between husband and wife. Marie and Louis eat one hun-
dred and eighty oysters. Her twin girls. Frequent pregnancies prevent
her from sharing Louis* pleasures. Compared with Marie-Antoinette.
Public prayers for a dauphin. Paris rejoicings at his birth. Fleury* s
rancour. Louis* frivolity and elusiveness.

Sous quelque aspect quon I* envisage, ou comme file ou comme
reine, soit comme epouse, soit comme mere, on verra que rien ne manque
a safetidte. (In praise of the Queen by AUBLEL DE MAUBUY,
I773> tome Vfl> ^es & Femmes Ulustres et celebres de France.}

In early September 1725 the Princess Marie Leczinska was
spending the night at the cloister of the Benedictine nuns
of Provins on her way from Strasbourg to Fontainebleau
to marry Louis XV. He was sixteen and a half years old. She
herself was twenty-three; not endowed with great beauty, but
agreeable withal, well-made, with expressive eyes which now
and then shone with kindness and a hint of malicious wit, a
large forehead, a nose very slightly tip-tilted, a pretty mouth
and a youthful complexion which owed its fresh tints to
robust health and cold water rather than to the rouge pot.
Outside her big, musty bedchamber, the autumn night was
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